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Part | — Local Mapping



City: Prague
Department/ OrganisatioiEuropean Development Agency

1.1 Historical Background related to Roma integraton in your
location:

Although the 2011 official census registers onl{1®, people of
Romani ethnicity from a total population of 10.5lmn, estimates
- including the government one - give a more réaliigure of
150,000 to 300,000. According to the last censug0ihl, only 349
Czech citizens in Prague area claimed Romani redttgnThere is
an assumption that the real number of Roma livimgPrague is
around 17.200.

The majority of the current Roma population in t@zech
Republic and in Prague came from Slovakia, forcdalyoluntarily,
as most of the original Roma minority were extemead in
concentration camps during World War Il. The Ronsayation in
the Czech Republic is primarily concentrated inibethern part of
the country — in Northern Moravia (Ostrava, Karyjn&lorthern

Bohemia (¥¢in, Usti nad Labem) — and in urban areas, such as

Prague and Brno. Under the Communist governmenmaRwere
forced to assimilate and their distinct language eumture were not
respected; frequently Roma children were removeam frtheir
families and placed in state care, while often Rommemen were

forcibly sterilized. At the same time, the Commugisvernment did
secure certain minimum conditions, and guarante¢d a certain
extent — economic and social rights for “citizerisGypsy origin”.
After 1989 and the collapse of the Communism, atit farther
after the break-up of Czechoslovakia in 1993, theason for Roma
deteriorated as some of these protections were we&no
The situation of Roma in the Czech Republic comto be highly
unsatisfactory. The Roma constitute the overwheymimajority
population in the country’s more than 300 sociallgadvantaged
localities, often living in de facto “ghettos” septed from the non -
Roma majority. They suffer from extremely high déy
of unemployment and a low level of education. Mtran 60 per
cent of the Roma of working age residing in mariiea localities
are unemployed. In terms of education, eight outt@fRoma of
working age only have elementary education and riggority
of Roma children receive lower quality education Segregated
educational facilities. Life expectancy for Romameens over
10 years lower than the average and infant moyrtakittes are
markedly higher within the Roma community.

1.2 Roma minority and education
Education is one of crucial issues where Roma @djoul in the

Czech Republic faces many problems. The level ataibn within
Roma minority is really low. Majority of people g&s only primary



school, some of them continue their studies at hggiools
and colleges and only a small percentage gradtratesuniversity.

Our project is dealing with Roma and non-Roma childat
schools, therefore we did a research on Roma agid dlacess to
education. Key findings are the following:

1) Percentage of Roma children having completed at lsa
primary school

As s result of potential discrimination, there ae official
numbers showing the real percentage of Roma chilbdeving
completed primary school. However, according to difeerent
surveys, there is an assumption that only arounéoGff Roma
children completed primary schools. Primary schoattend
72 % of all Roma children, whereason-Roma children in
primary schools constitute more than 95 %.

2) Percentage of Roma children in secondary and tertrg
schools

18 % of Roma children completed vocational schodtsch

prepare them for performing particular job, such ascar

mechanic, and 3 % of Roma children completed seargynd

schools which allow them to continue studying attidey
schools. According to the last survey, only 18 Ronsdudents

are studying tertiary school at the moment. Thatissed by a lot

of factors, for example their financial or soci#uation which
does not allow them to study at universities.

3) Percentage of Roma children in special education dn
segregated schools
Schools for pupils with mild mental disabilities daispecial
segregated schools pose the biggest problem of Radacation
in the Czech Republic. A alarmingly high number of Roma
children continues to be enrolled in ‘practical’emlentary
schools.Pursuant to research conducted in 2009, Roma ehildr
who attend the schools for mildly mentally disablemhstitute
almost one third of all Roma pupils (26,7%), wherean-Roma
children in schools for mildly mentally disabled nstitute
only 2,17% of all on-Roma pupils.
- 4
4) Policies, targeted measures and/or campaigns
implemented to integrate Roma children in mainstrean
schools
For instance, organization “Slovo 21" helps Romadcén
to integrate in mainstream school. It providesruatpfor children
attending primary schools as well as secondary asho
“Slovo 21" also helps Roma applicants who will toudy
at universities to prepare them for an admissionceuiure.
During 6 years they helped more than 400 hundredm&aR
students. Another campaign to help Roma childremtegrate
in schools is organized by governmental organinatitAgency
for social inclusion in Romani localities”. Its maiproject is
based on ,inclusive education” instead of ,integy@education®.



In this problematic, there is also a significant pant
of the organisation New school that is an NGO distadd
in 1996. It’s goal is to support education of mites, especially
Roma children and to fight against segregation @hR children
at schools. The overall goal is to promote equaoodnities
for everyone.

5) Policies, targeted measures and/or campaigns
implemented to reduce the number of early schools
leavers

There are a lot of policies which help Roma chitdre
to integrate in schools and therefore reduce thebew of early
schools leavers. For example, it is very importantcooperate
with all families”, not only with particular Romahitdren,
but also to integrate their parents into educatiop@cess.
Another project called “Big Brother” is very populaaew Roma
pupil at school gets an older non-Roma “brother’owlelps
him/her to adapt to the new environment and seek$elp
him/her with learning. “Tutoring” is also importanpart
of integration of Roma children in schools. In arde reduce
the numbers of early schools leavers, schools dryntegrate
them in “free time activities”, such as sport club& lot
of “scholarships” are provided to Roma studentseraling
secondary school to motivate them to continue tteiies.

6) Policies, targeted measures, and/or campaigns
implemented to combat illiteracy among Roma childra
and adults
llliteracy among Roma children and adults pose g bi

problem which is connected with their bad perforosan

at schools as well as very high unemployment rateonrs

Roma. Up to 44 % of Roma of working age can be idensd

functionally illiterate. Another 44 % have only thmasics of

literacy and numeracy skills. Only 12 % can be wered
functionally literate, what means they are ablariswer most of
the relatively simple questions that require knalgke of the
primary school level. A lot of non - governmentaganizations,
such as “Romea” or even governmental organizatidos,
example “Agency for social inclusion in Romani lbtas”,

support education and literacy among Roma childrehadults.

They regularly organized workshopsdditional education

courses; seek to reduce early schools leavers.
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1.3 Stuation of Roma minority at elementary schools

The segregation of Romani children in educatiomeis/ crucial
problem. Disproportionally large number of Romaldt@n was
frequently sent to the special schools for mentdiabled children.
This fact consequently led to the segregation am&a@ommunity
in the field of education. In 2005 the Czech Repuladopted
the new Schools Act which should have solved theblem



of the discrimination and segregation of Roma irirthaccess
to education. The Schools Act abolished speciabashfor pupils
with mild mental disabilities and nowadays thesecsgd schools are
considered as elementary schools.

However, most of these schools in order to contitmeffer
areduced curriculum just changed their names tmactal’
elementary schools and very often omit the termacpecal’ in their
official names. Nevertheless, this name change doésnean that
the Romani children who had been placed to theigpszhools only
due to racial status have been transferred to ¢dheats which are
corresponding to their actual abilities and skills.

Schools for pupils with mild mental disabilitiesillstexist,
although they changed their names. Pursuant tandseonducted
in 2009, Roma children who attend the schools fdd mentally
disabled constitute almost one third of all Romailsu(26,7%),
whereas non-Roma children in schools for mild migni@isabled
constitute only 2,17% of all non-Roma pupils. In ghst 2009,
the Minister of Education, Miroslava Kopicova sthtethat:
‘the proportion of Romani children educated in ademce with
the programmes for those with mild mental disabgitcontinues
to be higher than what corresponds to a possiliebeu of children
with mental disabilities in any population.’

The main reason for enrolling Romani children itite special
schools for mentally disabled children is the fhett they face some
of the most appalling aspects of discrimination hint
the mainstream education system. On the one hamihstream
elementary schools are often not prepared or willio provide
additional support to Romani pupils coming from iabyg
disadvantaged backgrounds. On the other hand, wiele are two
or three Roma children between 30 non-Roma childnea class
they often feel discriminated by them. Non-Romadren mostly
do not accept them, do not talk to them, do ngh tieém, do not see
them as an equal as a result of a stereotype thewy krom their
parents. In Czech societyy, Roma are mostly coreider
as a problematic minority, poor, unemployed peopigthout
education, responsible for higher criminality rdé@wever, the most
important problem lies in the prejudices which germanently
created in the society. Prejudice is most commémdymain source
of racial discrimination against Roma. Accordindaw, the parents
have the right to choose their child’s school. Nthadess, freedom
of choice appears to have facilitated segregationeducation
because parents of non-Roma children often takearddge
of the lack of limitations to enrolment and leacdaols in which the
proportion of Roma is high or growing. Also paremf Roma
children think that their children feel more contédile between
other Roma children, so that is why they usuallyeagvith enrolling
of their children into the special schools or sdhaath the majority
of Roma pupils.



Another crucial problem of the segregation liesthe testing
methods used by School Advisory Centres which haoe been
significantly changed during the last 10 years. Thests
disadvantage Roma in particular since or becauwseltthve not been
tailored to take into account the background, laggu skills
and other specifics of many Romani children. Tlhisvgs that there
has not been a significant change after adoptimgwa education
legislative, an alarmingly high number of Roma dteh continues
to be enrolled in ‘practical’ elementary schooldjieh means that
the segregation of Roma children poses an ongaingpme cases
even an enhancing process.

1.4 Antidiscrimination projects at schools

At many schools special projects for supportingi-eatial
behavior and prevention of pathological
implemented. These are programs for pupils predemtaring
courses or at majority of schools there are spesihool
psychologist who talk about their behavior withiinduals. Primary
school in Sepekov (South Bohemia) can be statemhasxample —
in 2010 there was implemented a programme callesl/ePtive
programme of substance abuse and of other sogaliiyological
phenomena that (among other things) educates pupidstiracal
behavior.

phenomenee a

Also, there are implemented some projects that t@infight
against segregation of Roma children at schoolg. mbst known
one is a project called ,Together to school* reslis by
an organisation called Z8e prdva in cooperation with
NGO Romodrom. Goal of this project is to ensurea¢quondition
for all pupils at schools. Within this project a atibon
of 17 international partners was formed and togettney have
enough capacity to fight against segregation of &ochildren
at schools. There are partners such as Europeaa Rayhts Centre,
Czech Helsinki Committee, Slovo 21, Equality etc.).

For instance, organization “Slovo 21" helps Romaldcén
to integrate in mainstream schools. It providesring for children
attending primary schools as well as secondaryashtSlovo 21”
also helps Roma applicants who will study at ursiters to prepare
them for an admission procedure. During 6 yearyg tiredped more
than 400 hundreds Roma students. Another campaigelp Roma
children to integrate in schools is organized byegomental
organizations“Agency for social inclusion in Roma localities".
Its main project is based on ,inclusive educatiomistead
of ,integrative education®.

An important NGO, who is successful in implememtatof projects,
which are targeted against discrimination at sdhools
the New school. It's goal is to support educatidnnonorities,



especially Roma children, and to fight against eggtion of Roma
children at schools and promote equal opporturitiesveryone.

Part Il — Local Action Group



2.1 Local Action Group of European Development Agecy

Roma NGO Velkd ohrada — Mrs. Lenka Kopcakova, Miana
Cardova,

Museum of Roma Culture — Mrs. Tatana Bartova - Rava

NGO RomPraha — Mr. Ladislav Goral

Municipality of Prague — Mrs. Bozena Filova, Mrand Hajna
NGO New school — Michal Kryl

House of National Minorities - Mrs. Helena Cerna

Czech Radio — Mrs. Iveta Demeterova

Mrs. Michaela Kolinska

European Development Agency — Lenka Tykvartova, tidar
Synkule — project coordinators

and other experts cooperating on specific projetvities.

2.2 Rationale of LAG Creation

Mr. Ladislav Goral - He is working for Prague Municipality -
Department of Minorities and for the House of NadibMinorities.
Besides he has many activities concerning Roma ascteaching
about Roma culture at Charles University and Rorhaatte
(performances in the National theatre in Prague)ida founder of
Roma NGO called RomPraha — an organisation thatitoren
activities of all Roma NGOs in Prague. He has Iterga experience
with working in the field of Roma related probleman the Czech
Republic as same as on the international level.

His main task in the project will be to organiséemactive days
for children in House of National Minorities. He liwbe the lead
coordinator of all people involved and is respolesibr the content
of these activities.

Ms. Bozena Filova- Since 2000 she works as Roma coordinator

for the Municipality of Prague, she coordinates Ramvisers from
all Prague departments (1-22) and deals with &l dispects of
Roma minority in Prague — education, re-qualifeatijob search,
work with Roma children, free — time activities,c&d work in
excluded Roma communities, Roma integration, cadjmer with
NGOs in Prague, projects evaluation, concept of &mtegration.

The reason why we chose Mrs. Filova for cooperasahat she
is alink to public sphere that deals with Roma omiy. As an
expert on Roma problematic, she always knows thevese
legislation, knows which projects concerning Rom& minning in
Prague and actively cooperates with various NGOd social
workers. Among other activities within the projeshe provides us
with contacts for experts on Roma issues.

Ms. Tatana Bartova — Pavelkova -She has been working
for the Museum of Roma Culture since 2011 as thectbr of the
Department of Expositions. She deals with practicahd
administrative work with collections — arts, audmgGtures, videos,
written material etc. and is responsible for texnhaterials, crafts
and employment.

In the project, her main task will be coordinatiohrealisation
of the exhibition organised in April. She is also iatermediary of
contacts to Roma artists who cooperate with theddosand who
will be invited to participate on interactive dags children.
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Ms. Lenka Kopcakova —Since 1996 she has been chairman of
Roma NGO called Velka Ohrada that ended its am#viin 2011.
Nowadays she is working free lance on several pt®jef Roma
NGOs in Prague and cooperates with experts fromHbese of
National Minorities.

Mrs.Kopcakova has a long-term experience in thie fd Roma
education and employment, free-time activities, manality
prevention.

Ms. Jana Cardova —She has worked as project coordinator in
several Roma NGOs. Last year she was directly weebin a project
aiming to requalification of Roma minority (Suppat Roma in
education and employment) and this experience abeopened her
own business.

She has experience with direct contact with Romaonity and
with project coordination — in our project she witlelp with
campaign organisation and will be responsible fmmunication
with schools after the project is finished..

Ms. Jana Hajna — She has studied sociology at the Charles
University of Prague, after finishing her studiée started working
with minorities. Nowadays she is an employee of\thumicipality of
Prague, working in the Department of preventioraagpecialist on
national minorities.

Ms. Helena Cerna— She deals with projects concerning Roma
education and employment in Prague. In 2011 sheerated with
NGO Slovo 21 on realisation of a project called [@up of Roma
employment. She has been working as a specialishaiional
minorities in the Municipality of Prague.

In our project she is a coordinator of Capacity |ding
participants and cooperates on organisation of | lopeoject
activities. She is a great contribution to the gcbjas she has many

experience with working with private sector and N§G& same as
with public sector.

Mr. Michal Kryl — Mr. Kryl works for NGO New School that
supports education of minorities in the Czech Répwand many of
their clients are of Roma origin. Mr..Kryl will cperate on our
campaign as he has many experience with working witpil of

Prague primary schools and he will help with dirembrdination of
interactive days for children.

Ms. Iveta Demeterova- she works as s head of Romani broadcast
“O Roma vacaren” in the Czech Radio — a nationalewpublic
radio. Thanks to this broadcast she can monitot vgrectually done

in the Roma problematic and always has current news

We wanted to cooperate with Mrs. Demeterova andentet a
media specialist of our LAG. In the Czech Radiofsaldcast she 10
presents every activity done within | am Roma mbja the Czech
Republic and helps us with sufficient promotiortloé project. Also,
as a Roma women she is a great example of succBssha person.

Involvement of Roma minority in our LAG:

Mrs. Demeterova, Mrs. Cerna, Mr. Goral, Mrs. Filpva
Mrs. Kopcakova and Mrs. Cardova are representatofefRoma
minority.



Part Ill - Local Action Plan

3.1Local Action Plan
3.1Local Action Plan

Within our local activities we have decided to fecon Roma
and non - Roma children age 11 — 15 years. We\Jgeligat in the
age of 11 — 15 years, children still form their @pns on social
issues. Non - Roma children can be negatively tdteby attitude
that their relatives have towards Roma. On the rottend, due
to change of lifestyle, Roma children do not possegormation
about Roma history, which was passed on in famibage to this,
they are more outrooted, their identity and rootsbeing proud
of their minority are vanishing. On the other hanchildren
in age 11 — 15 years are old enough to discusst @aheyroblematic
and to be aware of their behavior and its consempgen
By presenting Roma problematic from more pointsiefv, we want
to give them the chance to form their own opiniowl &0 find out
that racism and social prejudices is not the gy of behavior.

The other part of project activities focuses onegigpon Roma
problematic in Prague — local Roma coordinatorer&l they have
great knowledge in this field, we have found ouattthey miss
the newest information about Roma issues. They &oe
concentrated on the districts where they work ared reow aware
of what is done on the national/European level. &y CBP we
would like to provide them with as many informatias possible
to broaden their knowledge. Also with would like gopport better
cooperation with the Prague Municipality and helfpenh
to implement some mutual projects in Prague.

Specific Goal 1

Constitution of Local Action Group
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Strategies

To create LAG that involves strategic people foplementation
of local activities.

Results

Group consisting of 10 members from different feetdf occupation
(media specialist, public sphere representatives,GON
representatives etc.) who could come up with intiegaideas for
our campaign and local strategy. Mutual cooperatibthis group
will lead to definition of new approaches to Romalgematic.

N

Specific Goal 2

Change prejudices against Roma minority among i&mld

Strategies

Preparation of 3 interactive days for children (15 years old
where they will be taught about Roma history andtuce,
about people’s differences and tolerance. The igaal challenge
bad stereotypes about Roma minority that they heamed from
their families and friends and to make them constitieir Roma|
classmates being the same as they are.

Results

3 interactive whole-day activities for children angzed

in the House of National Minorities premises. Eaattivity is

organized for 30 children (we will send invitatiaiesschools whers

there is a lot of Roma children attending clasegsther with non ¢

Roma).

- 1st activity — 14th March 2012 — the topic is maltunderstandin
and security in social relations. We have creatptbgram togethe
with experts on social issues, police and represers
of the Ministry of the Interior of the Czech RepuablThere were
48 participants at the'tampaign day

- 2nd activity - 17th May 2012 — the topic is Rorhgtory
and cultural differences. The program will be buwit discussion

presentations of typical clothes and music andractere games,

We will present movies on Roma issues, a membéheimovie-
making team who will discuss the film with childrefhere were
52 participants at thé'%campaign day.

- 3rd activity - 19th June 2012 — during the lagtwaty for children
we will open the exhibition of pictures which thaildren drew
for the art contest. The discussion, which willléad my Mr. Gora

and Mrs. Demeterova, children will discuss the yies, ideas

which motivated to draw them. The goal of the caigma
challenging bad stereotypes about Roma minorityl viae
reinforced. Part of the campaign day will be to alvéne winners

D

=

of the contest. There were 55 participants at thesdpaign day.
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Specific Goal 3

Education of experts on Roma problematic in thecGZ&epublic

Strategies

Aim of this activity is to support experts on Romeoblematic
in their activities, to broaden their knowledge amevide them
with the newest information concerning Roma issues.

Expected Results

Six capacity building programmes for 20 experts Boma
problematic.

We will organize 6 one-day CBPs on different topad®ut Roma
issues. There will be experts hired to presentgwest informatior
about social aspects of the problematic, news gc@and European
legislation, new trends and approaches of NGOs etc.

By organizing these events we want to give expamt®pportunity
to grow in their jobs and to provide them with wddahformation
they would need while dealing with Roma issues. imuiICBPs,
there will be presented outcomes from transnatiomatkshops
in Sintra, Portugal and in Timisoara, Romania.

Among participants there will be pro-Roma NGO’s mypes,
social workers, representatives of local munictpesdi policy makers

and Roma citizens. They will be able to discussuab@oma
problematic and to share experience from diffefezitls of Roma|
related activities.

There were in total 106 participants at Capacitiidéng 1 . - 5.
These activities will take place on ™6 February 2012
22" March 2012, 19 April 2012, 31" May 2011 and 28 June

2012.

There will be 2 minor activities to support workRbdbma experts:

1. we will create a website for experts on Roma

problematic within Capacity Building Programn
There will be published best practices, experts
discuss questions on online forum. Moreover, us
documents for their everyday work will be the
European Development Agency plans to
thewebpage, update it and promote best prac
in the field of work with Roma and fightin
discrimination.

2. we will create an educative DVD, which will presé
an example of best practice of an educational O
for primary schools, which will be suitab
for teachers to use in classes with 11 — 15 yd
In this DVD we will utilize experiences learned ring
the campaign. There will be produced 100 copie
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the DVD, which will
in Prague.

be distributed to schoo

Is

Specific Goal 4

Promoting | am Roma: Changing Mindsets project &l local
activities in the Czech Republic

Strategies

To promote every activity that is done within | &®oma project
and to stress out the problematic of racial preesliand xenophob
in the Czech Republic

Expected Results

There is promotion of the project during every loaetivity. There
were press releases produced for each event. We puldlish
an article in local news about every activity fnldren, also therg
will be announcements in Roma radio broadcast abamt Roma
project. For opening of the exhibition a little pseconference wil
be take place.

For this activity, we have started cooperation whfis. Iveta
Demeterova who is a well-known Roma journalist. iHgvher

in our team means a great promotion for the project

At every material/document connected with the mjdere is logg

L

of lam Roma: Changing Mindsets project and logohef Europear

N

Union.

\"&4

Until beginning of December 2012, there were 6 preseases
produced. There appeared 4 articles in local nepespat the Pragu
5 City Quarter. There were radio reportages inGhech Radio.

11%

There were activities attached to main project cagrpactivities:

1) Art contest for children — children will draw picas
or create their own small masterpieces on two wpM/hat
do | know from Roma history” and “How does my
classmate’s family live”. The contest will last tthe end of
May and the ceremony for winners will take placethe
House of National Minorities on 19 June 2012. After
the ceremony, the will be 14 day’s exhibition dfchildren’s
work in the House of National Minorities.

2) Exhibition of Roma history and culture — 14 day#$ibxion
organized by the Museum of Roma Culture taking elac
in House of National Minorities premises. This dition
will take place in April (¥to 14" April 2012) for celebrating
International Roma Day {8April), also in this time there
will be the second activity for children organizedhe same
building so children can visit the exhibition tob.will be
an exhibition of pictures from collection called d@riful
times and will present Romani history. There wid two



educational posters about Roma during genocide
in the Second World War and some traditional Romani

costumes too. All schools in Prague were invitedisit this
exhibition, however it is opened to all public a&hé entrance
is free.

3.2 Key issues of EDA’s Local Action Plan:

1) What is the problem that the LAG wishes to tackledlation
to the sub-theme?

As stated above, when it comes to relations amdiidren
at schools, the biggest problem is growing racidvtany
children are influenced by their parents opinionbgr media.
We would like to help them to form their own opinikased
or the fact that all people are equal.

2) What action have you identified to improve/createwn
solutions?

We have decided to present Roma as a part of pgapula
that has been living with us for ages and thatesh#ine same
history. Thanks to our educational days and to l@ttn we
preset Roma minority to children is other way thénis
presented by media. For every activity we try tatachildren
from schools where there is a high number of Rompilp
and where possible tension between Roma and namaRan
occur.

3) What help do you need from attached experts anabtiner
participants of the project?

We definitely need experts to help us with implemagan
of project activities. Mrs. Filova, as a represéuéa
of the Prague Municipality with life-long experienof working
with Roma in public sphere, is a great source oftacs.
Thanks to her we can easily get enough expertsiuoate our
CBP members, she has also contacts for schoolsragu®.
Mr. Goral and Mr. Kryl are both experienced in argation
of activities for children and in work with Roma mority.
Mrs. Demetorova — a media expert- is a PR repraseatof our
group. As she works in the Czech Radio, she makesdbasts
about Roma and our project. She also helps us wfitter
publicity that is done through press releases amdugh
the Internet.

4) What will have happened after we have completedfaibur
activities, especially in relation to our core ttr@udience
of 11 - 15 year olds. What will have changed?

We do hope that we will manage to help childrercrieate
their own opinion on Roma minority, which does rsar
prejudices. If relations among classmates in Praggleools
improve (given the feedback from their teacher® consider it
as a big success. The exhibition about Roma hiswrgpen




to public and Mr. Goral is ready to provide it'sitors by any
additional information of Roma history so we hopatteven
older people will come and will learn some intergstfacts
about Roma history.

Part IV - Evaluation of | am
Roma project implementation
in Prague
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4.1 Introduction 4.2 Methodology of evaluation

The evaluation report of | am Roma: Changing Minslgzoject
4.1 Introduction implementation is based on semi-structured intersie
with participants of project activities and expemso were members

The fourth chapter deals with evaluation of | ammoChanging of the Local Action Group

mindsets project implementation in the capital cdfy Prague.

Overall evaluation of the project was positive. jPco | am Roma The interviews took place in mid-November 2012, &nths after
iS COﬂSidel’ed to be benef|C|al and it haS pOSiIWpaCt on Ch||dren the |ast | am Roma Campaign day took place' Eumpea
challenging negative stereotypes about Roma. Development Agency decided to do the evaluatiorersdvmonths

_ after the campaign (in the meantime there were semiralidays),
The sgcond subchapter dgscrlbes mgthodology used because we wanted to analyse a longer-term imgacam Roma
for preparation of the project evaluation repofiehird subchapter campaign. The evaluation report is based on 11 -semitured

analyses the situation in primary schools before tham Roma interviews. The interview was based on a questiimana17
campaign. The fourth subchapter evaluates the agmpself. with 6 open - ended questions (see attachment NdwV@ spoke
Thefifth part focuses on impact of campaign aftae end to primary school teachers, who participated atcdm@paign; Roma
of campaign activities. The sixth subchapter areslysontribution coordinators at Prague districts; and members oaLAction Group
of | am Roma campaign to improvement the staterofaad its (see table No. 1),
necessity in relation to activities, services antliatives for fight
against racism Roma in the Czech Republic. Lagthg final Table No. 1
subchapter compiles evaluation of the | am Romajepto
implementation in Prague. Role in the project / occupation No. No. of Roma
Teacher at primary school 5 0
Roma coordinator 2 0
Member of Local Action Groupl 1
and Roma coordinator
Members of Local Action Group 3 2




Total 11 3

Among participants at the campaign there were aimidrom
majority society, from Roma minority and other ethminorities.
For this reason, the report distinguishes the impathe project on
Roma and non-Roma children.

4.3 Situation before the campaign

Expert on Roma issues shared the view that prinsahool
pupils from Prague were only little informed abdrdma history,
culture, traditions and heritage before the | ammBRocampaign
implementation. This state of art was perceivedRbyna as well as
non-Roma children. In comparison to situation aadet¢years ago,
current Roma children know less about history dirthminority.
There are two reasons for this situation. Firsthe generation of
grandparents, many of who survived Nazi terrorigjaisst Roma,
did not like to speak about past, because the ylaamémories would
return and now there are last witnesses living.édwer, during the
communism period the lifestyle of Roma changed eythvere
motivated by the communist regime to settle dowhange
occupations and stop nomadizing. Secondly, theenurchildren
know less about their minority due to change of ikarhife-style.

There are less discussions in the families “how wais past”.
Adults talk less with children — some of them hdess free time.
Children spend more time watching television andhgycomputer.
The change of life-style of Roma families influescéhat less
children know Romani and it is stopped to be spakesthools.

"Before, you could hear Romani a lot at school
stop hearing Romani today here, except for
classic characteristic words."

4.4 Evaluation of the campaign

The goal of the | am Roma campaign at primary sishao
Prague was to raise awareness about Roma histoltyrec and
current life of Roma. The campaign was positivalgleated due to
several reasons.

Firstly, the campaign was educative and pupils nade their
knowledge about Roma history, security a currefet &f Roma.
These activities help Roma pupils to increase thelf-confidence,
which is still too much low. Big success was thpitosecurity in
streets - all interviewees agreed about its utili@¥ildren realised
thanks to this educational day, what consequencesd chave
an innocent nodus. Teachers suggested that the tpild be
extended in future.



Secondly, the active participation of children mnmpaign was
positively evaluated. The children were asked qoest they have
participated actively in discussions, telling sésriand experiences,
they could ask, they helped by exemplary demonshstor they
drew pictures. Children could create themselvesr tbeen more
positive opinion about the Roma minority that issdx on their
findings. Thanks to this approach, children knevattthey are
respected as equals and their opinion was respected

| am Roma campaign discussions were moderated byaRo
who are successful in their professional life. Maders were
Ladislav Goral - actor, academic and employee ef@Government
Office in the area of Roma minority — and Iveta [2¢enova —
Czech Radio redactor. Moreover, other successfat&Rfvom other
professions were introduced to children. All expeagreed by the
evaluation of the | am Roma project that introductiof positive
models to children, is crucial. Especially boys ch@aore male
models. For Roma children they are a strong matimatactor to
learn. Different occupations show children thatytlean choose
other than manual occupations, should they wislrsachers from
one primary school proposed that more personalsiasuld be
presented to children who are from a more variapectrum of
occupations and the occupations are more attratdiegildren (e.g.
sportsmen, fashion designer, policemen).

On the other hand, these personalities showed itdreh from
majority society, that there are successful Rorna, A negative

stereotype, which is often presented in the medé&s dismantled,
that all Roma are unemployed or they are workingamskilled
positions.

Schools, which were involved in the project, hawer and non-
Roma pupils According to experts it was very impott that
children from both nationalities participated. Teas expressed
opinion at one primary school that there should &ehigher
proportion of children from majority society.

Part of the | am Roma campaign was an art convesthildren,
who patrticipated at discussions. Evaluation inemg& showed that
the competition was an important part of the cagpactivities.

Thanks to the contest, children have strengthenddrepeated new 19

knowledge and experiences from the | am Roma camp&ihen
the pictures were drawn, children had to remembbkat they heard
during the campaign, and to think about it. Romiédoén asked for
more information mainly at home from their parenéd
grandparents. Children discussed the pictures artimmgselves and
with teachers, too. Non-Roma children searched ddditional
information internet.

Teachers and experts were amazed by creativityideas of
children. Mostly historical themes were on the ymies, handcrafts,
arts and nomadic way of life. The history was oftemanticized. A
more detailed analysis of pictures showed that nswously
captured hierarchy in families in Roma family. Whibrawing



pictures, children were discussing them, infornratemd feelings
were shared and prejudices were dismantled. Childirewed the
competition pictures carefully, they asked add@ioguestions and
authors of pictures answered them gladly what tireyv and what
inspired them.

4.5 Evaluation of the campaign impact on pupils

Evaluation of the | am Roma campaign implementatitiar 5
months after last activity showed, that it had iotp&bove all, the
gained knowledge and experiences remained aliv@mamories of
children and teachers who accompanied them. Viewpdiom the
campaign emerged in discussions of between childnes they
spoke about it with family.

The participation of teachers, who escorted childte the
campaign, turned out to be important. The teacteutd refer to the
campaign and experiences from it when necessany.ekample,
information and discussions from the | am Roma cagwp were
used in one school by discussions about choiceafgation.

"We referred to arguments from discussions in the
House of National Minoritie for example now b
choice of occupatioh

The evaluation of the educational character ofcdmapaign was
positive. Children, who had not known, how to behaafely, now
know that. Adults have perceived that the tensiongelationships
between children have calmed down.

"Before, children had little information. Now the
know, what are dangerous things. Relationships
between them have reconciled and they pa

attention more on each othér.

In one Prague district the school attendance hgsowed. 20
Children learned about the Roma history and cukuRoma as well
as non-Roma children.

4.6 | am Roma campaign in context of activities figting against
discrimination of Roma

Experts consider meetings of Roma and non-Romadrehnil
(outside school, too) to be one of the tools how d&crease
discrimination of Roma. The activities should benedl at mutual
getting acquainted with cultures and informing dieh
from majority society about Roma history, cultureeacurrent life.
The aim of these activities should be, that childceeate a more



realistic and positive opinion about Roma instetdemative image
gained from media. The experts recommend that r&mlccould
spend more time together outside the school, tdor -example
at school trips, schools in nature, leisure timgvaies or in clubs
for children and youth, where non-Roma and Romialiem can go.

| am Roma campaign activities are suitable tooltifios kind of
non-formal multicultural education. In future, tbezould participate
more non-Roma children at the educational days. Adwessity of
campaigns like | am Roma proves the fact, thaQCite Hall of the
Capital City of Prague has organized educationgt dar primary
school pupils from the budget of the city hall irtamn 2012.

Meetings of Roma and non-Roma children are an ebamp
of practical implementation of multicultural educat Experts
consider as dissatisfactory the current state bamulticultural
education and fight against xenophobia at schools.

"The multicultural education is missing in schoals
and activities to fight xenophobia. CHildren
should learn that they shoudl evaluate an
individual according to his personality and not t
judge according to colour of his skin, because
‘not all Roma steal’

O

There should be organised more discussions. @hilghould
hear more explanations, so that they really stanrtderstand and
stop adopting attitudes from parents or media. SRa@gainst Roma
Is increasing currently according to the Roma coatdr of one
Prague district, because the social tensions désgala household
and state incomes are decreasing due to econoisi& cr

The second area of activities, which are necessargrder
to decrease discrimination of Roma, is supportnraase living
standards of Roma. The experts mentioned two fiefdactivities
for children in primary schools — help to Roma gdedpy mastering
education and the importance of examples of suftdestoma
people, who succeeded in professional life. Helfrémna children
in mastering education is provided mainly througfteraoon
tutorage. If a pupil does not understand the lehimamediately, he
loses interest in it and so other problems attadh-t they lose self -
confidence, that leads to problems with schoolerathnce
and behaviour. Disadvantage of the afternoon tgtorés that
it depends on finances from grants. If a granshes and there is no
other following project, the social service stopsloreover,
the resources are limited and afternoon tutorage reaeive only
a restricted amount of children.

21

The second activity, which is necessary in primachools,
is meeting positive examples of successful Romeordary to
expert. Teachers in one school mentioned that edfyeboys need
strong male model. Personalities of both natiomslit Roma and



non- Roma — can be presented to children. It iomant that Roma
are engaged in the activities, so that Roma childran identify
themselves with them, they can talk about similaobfems.
For example, discussions with interesting people loa organized
(for example continuation of | am Roma campaigmother idea is
to organize interesting workshop which will be legl experienced
instructors, who would be the positive models faitdren.

4.7 Conclusion

What is the best way against racism and prejudices?
The evaluation of | am Roma project shows thatehsrould be
a mutual will of both sides to improve current ation. Both sides
have to talk to each other and not to blame sintply current
problem on the other. They should have active aggtronot passive
to problem solution.

It is important that the majority society get tooknthe Roma
minority — its cultural environment, problems, 1fegk.
Implementation of | am Roma project showed thatulsions bring
positive impacts and they motivate to think abdug fproblem.
It would be good to continue in organizing theneafhe | am Roma
project finishes.

In order to improve the situation of Roma in thee€@z Republic
in long term it is necessary, that the activitighting against racism
and prejudices are stated early on by children fnaajority society.
The highest chance to influence the opinion is Hildeen before
they create it on basis of media or are influenbgddults with
prejudices. For this reason it is important to txgaotential places
for not formal meetings of both cultures inside antside of school.
I am Roma discussions are very important for Rom&len, too,
because thanks to them they learn more about tdture. They
strengthen their self-confidence. The will of Rootaldren to learn
Is strengthened via positive models of succes#tdqns. Moreover,
children widen their knowledge about possibilitiédiow to succeed

at the labour market. 20

We have mentioned in the introduction of the eviadmareport,
that the | am Roma campaign was very positivelylmatad by
interviewees thanks to attractive model of non-falreducation, in
which the children actively participated. The | &oma campaign
has impact also after end of activities — informatand arguments
are emerging in discussion , e.g. by choice of pattan. Necessity
and suitability of | am Roma campaign is suppotigdhe fact, that
the City Hall of the Capital City Prague organizehkicational days,
similar to | am Roma campaign, from its own finahcesources.



Part V - Appendices

Appendix 1: Evaluation of campaign | am Roma for pyils of
primary schools in Prague

1. How did you evaluate campaign activities for latan,
where you participated?

2. Do you think, the discussions have had influence
on children? (E.g. impact on Roma — Non-roma pupils

3. How would you describe the children’s attitudes
before the discussions? And what changes have \ymseneed
after the discussions?
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4. Children participated in the art contest... hdw their
pictures develop? Did they discuss the topic betwether
children? Did they discuss it with teachers?
5. What kind of activities, do you think, are migsi
and/or necessary for primary school pupils, whaedim is fight
against racism and fight against intolerance ag&oma?
6. What do you think is the best way to promotei ant

racist/anti - prejudicial attitudes in the longte



